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Meeting Minutes April 12, 2010Development & Parks

Members  Present: Beryl D. Anderson, Nancy R. McGregor and David L. Samuel

Additional Attendees:

Sadicka White, Tony Collins, Tom Weber, Brian Hoyt, Matt Huffman, Brandi Braun.

ISSUES - From Director of Parks & Recreation:

Transfer Funds - Pools

Anderson called the meeting for Monday, April 12, 2010, to order.

Collins said we have a simple transfer of funds request between the 2 pools; this is for 
them to get painted; one pool has more money than it needed; the other less, so we just 
need to move $6,000. Samuel said when you looked at them, how did they look; were 
there any cracks or leaks. Collins said we won't know about any of those kinds of 
problems until we put water in the pools in May. Samuel said do we have any money set 
aside for that kind of emergency. Collins said it would depend on the issue; I am also 
requesting waiver and emergency. 

Recommendation:  1st Reading, no need to come back; Waiver of  2nd Reading, 
Consent Agenda, Emergency Language.

Parks Updates

Anderson asked for any non-action updates from Parks. 
Collins said we have put out a request for volunteers; we are doing as much as we can 
with them rather than staff; the Chili Bowl and golf club trade off is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 24th; the golf course is open and busy; on Wednesday, May 12 at 1:00 
PM we will have the Senior Citizen Day celebration. Samuel said the Chili Bowl tee 
times are from 7 AM to 5 PM and the cost is $5.00. 
Collins said I did just receive word that we received our Safe Routes to Schools funding; 
Engineering and Parks will now go to work together on sidewalks and bike paths; it is 
exciting news. Samuel said we got the total amount. Collins said one project was left off 
which was the path along Carpenter Road; they said it did not have significant enough 
travel. Samuel said is it the same for sidewalks and paths. Collins said the amount is 
different in each school location; we have 4 different schools that are 100% 
reimbursable. Samuel said and the bike paths are also reimbursable. Collins said 
absolutely; we had put some money in the budget just in case.

ISSUES - From Director of Development:

Signage - Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church

White said we have one action item; we are requesting Council approve a lease 
agreement for Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church for use of City owned property for an 
off-premise sign; Code does not usually allow for this variance; it is at the end of 
Johnstown Road so you know where it is located; when 270 and 670 came in, it left this 
site orphaned; a number of people have tried to develop there but it is a problem since it 
is off the road; the church tried to buy some land but they were not successful with that; 
they are impaired because the building is obscured from sight and difficult to find from 
Johnstown Road; Gard and Wetherholt have made a determination of the least 
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objectionable site; are there any questions. Samuel said we have done this before, like at 
Rees Flowers. White said yes; that happened when Strawberry Plaza was developed. 
McGregor asked if there was any fee. White said yes there is, $1. Samuel said does the 
church get a lease break since they are a non-profit. White said not really; it is done as 
four 10 year terms with the rental $1 per year. McGregor said if it changes to another 
church, would it have to come back like if a business changes owners. Huffman said the 
variance runs with the land. Weber said that would be the same use, so it would not have 
to come back. White said any business that would come in to occupy this would have the 
same requirement for the signage; we would be informed if it does change; no other 
questions.

Recommendation:  1st Reading, no need to come back; 2nd Reading, Consent Agenda.

Development Updates

White said you may be interested in the clean up of Columbus Steel Drum; there was a 
recent article in the paper which I attached for you; we are mostly observers in this; the 
EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) is in charge; the article talks about the soil 
content; this issue goes back to 1992 with Blatt being the owner at that time; the EPA is 
moving forward with the enforcement of that clean up. Huffman said there will be a 
public meeting this Wednesday, April 14, at 6:30 PM in the high school cafeteria for 
discussion; this allows for the public to come in and hear the plan and to provide 
feedback. Samuel said so this is on Blatt Road on the far east side across Claycraft. 
White said yes. 
White said another important item was our small business boot camp; several businesses 
attended and we concentrated on how to market events through Parks and Recreation; 
we did do the Beanstalk Incubator with the buy local campaign; maybe Hoyt or Braun 
would like to talk about that. Braun said Beanstalk Incubator is a local company that 
works to create local programs in the community; they work with businesses to negotiate 
discounts; they list the discounts on their web page and they do some marketing; the idea 
is to be able to recognize members; folks can sign up and get a key fob and then be 
eligible for all discounts; the businesses pay an annual fee but then they get emails of 
special events and it encourages folks to spend in the community; you can not be a chain 
store; these have to be local; we have a couple of businesses that are already members; 
in some other communities, because there is a cost of about $500 a year, the 
communities have paid this for the business; or done a 50/50 match; they can capture 
data about you and your shopping habits which is important for our businesses; they then 
are given metrics so they know what to target and what other businesses are doing; 
larger companies have discount cards and have the volume to do their own tracking; the 
Beanstalk Incubator is creating the same opportunities for small businesses; we are 
providing technical assistance free; we hope they see the benefit; then they will pay for it 
on their own. Huffman said consumers can use the key card fob anywhere; if you are in 
Dublin looking for a business in Gahanna they can link each other. White said it is a 
very innovative concept. 
White said the MODE (Mid-Ohio Development Exchange) will have their annual 
stakeholders meeting at the Franklin Park Conservatory; they will be talking about the 
MODE regional  group partnership with the Columbus Chamber. McGregor said I heard 
about this at MORPC (Mid Ohio Regional Planning Commission). White said you will 
hear more about it when I do my report; be sure to make a reservation; you can call us 
and the cost is free. 
White said so you know, my Development Report to Council reports on a number of 
important issues that impact the tax base and revenues, so we have looked at it and 
broken it down and we will be coming to 3 committees in a row to present it; that is so 
we don't go so fast and so we don't gloss over facts; Part One will be tonight, then Part 
Two on April 26, and Part Three 2 weeks later on May 10.
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Braun said the City's email newsletter is going out tomorrow.

Meeting Adjourned.

Della Brandenberger, Reporting
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